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Michael R. Reich, Keizo Takemi : Governing Health Systems: For Nations and Communities Around the 
World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Governing 
Health Systems: For Nations and Communities Around the World: 

Governing Health Systems: For Nations and Communities Around the World examines the complex relationships 
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between governance and performance in community and national health systems. Each chapter provides an in-depth 
case study, using both qualitative and quantitative methods, on health systems in many countries, including Uganda, 
Ghana, India, Zambia, Japan, Nigeria, Indonesia, Brazil, Palestine, and South Korea. The chapters were written by 
former Takemi Fellows, who were mid-career research fellows at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, and 
their colleagues. This case study approach yields important findings as well as contextual insights about the challenges 
and accomplishments in addressing governance issues in national and community health systems around the world. 
Health policymakers around the world are struggling to address the multiple challenges of governing health systems. 
These challenges also represent important themes for the research mission of the Takemi Program in International 
Health at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. This book is based on the programrsquo;s thirtieth 
anniversary symposium held in October 2013 at Harvard. The studies presented in this bookdeep examinations of 
illustrative examples of health system governance for communities and nationscontribute to our knowledge about 
global health and assist policymakers in dealing with the complex practical problems of health systems. In short, this 
book addresses central questions about governing health systemsand why governance matters.
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