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C. M. G. Buttery : Handbook for Health Directors  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Handbook for Health Directors: 

This concise and authoritative guide presents the underlying principles needed for daily management of health 
programs, using examples of current program operations in urban and rural health departments. These examples 
describe how to integrate health planning into daily operations while linking local outcomes to national and state 
objectives. This book will enable all health department managers in supervisory capacities to improve current overall 
and day-to-day operations. The value of accountability, both political and financial, is stressed throughout the book. 
Building on the latest edition of the "Model Standards for Community Health Services" and the "National Health 
Objectives for the Year 2000", the text addresses such topics as changing health policies, environmental policy 
management, and the use of electronic data systems. The author also provides useful information on marketing health 
department services and working with the media to defuse explosive issues.

"A practical, authoritative and refreshing guide addressing public health issues. . . .An excellent handbook, containing 
a wealth of useful information, which flows well, is easy to read and fulfills its purpose as a useful complement to the 
more traditional public health texts. Although written for health directors, it should enjoy wide acceptance among 
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other members of the interdisciplinary health care team, students in health and allied professions, and members of 
social, voluntary, official and non-official agencies in dealing effectively with the day to day problems in the health 
arena. I enthusiastically recommend it as a good investment in our public health armamentarium." --Virginia Medical 
Quarterly"Are you a budding health director? Are you newly appointed? Are you on the job in today's frenetic 
healthcare environment? If you are in any of these situations, this book can be of some assistance to you. It will 
provide 'chapter headings' for areas that are of major concern. It is a day-to-day reflection of academic principles from 
a pragmatic standpoint, consistent with contemporary ideas and changing viewpoints. The bibliographies and the 
references cited at the end of each chapter are valuable summaries." --Hospital Topics"An excellent guide from theory 
to practice. A clear applications oriented text."--Dr. William Wood, University of HawaiiAbout the AuthorC. M. G. 
Buttery, Commissioner, Virginia Department of Health. 


