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Beatrix Hoffman : Health Care for Some: Rights and Rationing in the United States since 1930  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Health Care for Some: Rights 
and Rationing in the United States since 1930: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and readableBy BuyerReally interesting account of how 
we got to where we are today in terms of health care delivery. Book is written for a popular audience and is a really 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226348032


fast read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I love this bookBy Prime MemberI love this book. This 
book provided me with insights regarding healthcare and helped me with my graduate course on health policy. A must 
read for this class. So happy i found this.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Just about perfectBy 
DLHave been waiting for a book like this to use in my Health Policy classes- it's a fantastic cross section of history 
and health policy. So glad it is here!

In Health Care for Some, Beatrix Hoffman offers an engaging and in-depth look at Americarsquo;s long tradition of 
unequal access to health care. She argues that two main features have characterized the US health system: a refusal to 
adopt a right to care and a particularly American approach to the rationing of care. Health Care for Some shows that 
the haphazard way the US system allocates medical servicesmdash;using income, race, region, insurance coverage, 
and many other factorsmdash;is a disorganized, illogical, and powerful form of rationing. And unlike rationing in most 
countries, which is intended to keep costs down, rationing in the United States has actually led to increased costs, 
resulting in the most expensive health care system in the world.

ldquo;In the American political debate, everybody condemns the notion of lsquo;rationingrsquo; health care. But 
Beatrix Hoffmanrsquo;s meticulous history shows that rationingmdash;by income,nbsp;age, employment, 
etc.mdash;has been, and remains,nbsp;a central element of Americarsquo;s medical system.nbsp; She demonstrates 
thatnbsp;our various attempts at reform over the decades have keptnbsp;the rationing mechanisms firmlynbsp;in 
place.rdquo; 


