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Lillian E Forman : Health Care Reform (Essential Viewpoints Set 4)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Health Care Reform (Essential Viewpoints Set 4): 

This title gives readers a balanced look at the issue of health care reform in the United States and the surrounding 
arguments. A historic overview of the U.S. health care system is introduced, including Medicare, Medicaid, and 
HMOs. Also covered are economic concerns and political aspects, including President Obama's latest plans for 
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improvement. Additionally, the Canadian health care system is compared with the U.S. system. Color photos and 
informative sidebars accompany easy-to-follow text. Features include a timeline, facts, additional resources, web sites, 
a glossary, a bibliography, and an index. Essential Viewpoints is a series in Essential Library, an imprint of ABDO 
Publishing Company.

From BooklistThe Essential Viewpoints series shares some similarities with Galersquo;s Opposing Viewpoints books, 
but instead of full articles on topics, Essential Viewpoints features a running narrative that incorporates various points 
of view, while sidebars offer excerpts from specific articles. The design is glossy, with many illustrations, although the 
photos are often quite generic. With a national debate raging, Health Care Reform is a timely offering. Forman looks 
at the history and explains different ways a new American health system might evolve. Terms such as ldquo;single-
payerrdquo; are explained, and there are solid comparisons between the U.S.rsquo; mix of health options and countries 
that have more government control. Particularly interesting is the discussion of how liberals and conservatives view 
health care. The series features extensive back matter, including bibliographies, Web sites, and source notes. Grades 7-
10. --Ilene Cooper 


