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George C. Halvorson : Health Care Reform Now!: A Prescription for Change  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Health Care Reform Now!: A Prescription for Change: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great Practical Guide to Health Care ReformBy John D. 
DamoreGeorge Halverson does an exceptional job at laying out the major issues facing the United States health care 
sector and systematically making practical suggestions for reform. Having been on the inside of Kaiser in California, 
Halverson has an in-depth knowledge of the complex interplay between physicians, payers, patients, providers, 
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hospitals and the government. Four of his most powerful messages are how to harvest existing personal health records, 
the need to focus on chronic disease, how to create intermediary agents that pursue high quality and efficient care, and 
the fundamental necessity of universal health care coverage. Although that last reform is left-leaning, the author's 
perspective is balanced and he supports reforms to make health care markets work and reduce unnecessary 
administrative waste. One of his most resounding messages is that we get what we pay for in health care; currently we 
have over 9,000 billing codes for treating disease and not a single way to bill for a cure or maintaining wellness.As a 
health care professional for the past six years, I highly endorse this book to both novices and experts alike. The 
challenges that await health care reform are large and complex, but it is the articulate and well-though advice of 
veterans like George Halverson that will make long-term advancement possible.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Did a 4th grader write this?By karlsieWas it self-published? No editor/publisher in her right mind 
could have possibly thought this was publication-ready. It's the "See Jane run" version of healthcare reform books. It's 
too important a topic to have such an elementary writing style and simplistic explanations. Luckily I bought a used 
copy, and this book will end up in some sad "used" pile at a library if I can manage to wade through it any longer. I 
also purchased a used copy of "Health Care Will Not Reform Itself" -- which actually *was* a library discard!! 
Awful.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Worth reading! Lots of info on Obamacare.By Julie 
ShapermanWritten by a highly informed medical administrator - too bad it isn't more widely read.

The United States spends more money on health care by far than any other country and yet nearly 50,000,000 
Americans are uninsured at least part of the time each year. Health Care Reform Now! is written for anyone who cares 
enough about our health care situation to consider serious alternatives to the current system. In this book George 
Halvorsonan internationally known health care leader and authoroffers a sensible approach to health care reform and 
universal coverage that can work for all stakeholders. Step by step, George Halvorson outlines a game plan for a truly 
world-class health care system that will appeal to policy makers on both ends of the political spectrum and will deliver 
health care with improved quality, better access, provider accountability, performance transparency, consumer choice, 
and individual empowerment.

"He sets out one possible direction for health care reform." (BookNews, Feb 2008) "rich in insights and suggestions 
that make them compelling reading for anyone seriously concerned about U.S. Health Reform." (Health Affairs, 
Jan/Feb, 2008) "This is a very readable book on the current status of reform possibilities facing the US health care 
system." (JAMA, Feb 2008) "A management guru, Halvorson shows how the same principles Wal-Mart and Target 
use to lower consumer costs can be applied to health care." (www.outrageoustimes.com, 09/12/2007) "George 
Halvorson convincingly argues that the United States finally has what it needs to make universal coverage a reality 
and lays out a plan to get us there. It should be required reading on Capitol Hill." Congressman Pete Stark (D-
CA),chairman, Ways and Means Health Subcommittee "George Halvorson's timing couldnt be better. This is a book 
that everyone who is searching for solutions should read." Helen Darling, president, National Business Group on 
Health "Halvorson's comprehensive approach, rooted in a practical understanding of the complexities of American 
health care, helps us focus on what matters." Ian Morrison, Ph.D., healthcare futurist and author, Healthcare in the 
New Millennium "This book is powerful and compelling. It's just the right book for this time." Jeffrey C. McGuiness, 
president, HR Policy AssociationFrom the Inside FlapThe United States spends more money on health care by far than 
any other country and yet nearly 50,000,000 Americans are uninsured at least part of the time each year. Health Care 
Reform Now! is written for anyone who cares enough about our health care situation to consider serious alternatives to 
the current system. In this book George Halvorsonan internationally known health care leader and authoroffers a 
sensible approach to health care reform and universal coverage that can work for all stakeholders. Step by step, George 
Halvorson outlines a game plan for a truly world-class health care system that will appeal to policy makers on both 
ends of the political spectrum and will deliver health care with improved quality, better access, provider 
accountability, performance transparency, consumer choice, and individual empowerment. As readable as it is 
instructive, Health Care Reform Now! proposes a practical model that solves the unsolvable by identifying specific 
areas where health care performance can create better outcomes, better choices, and far better use of the health care 
dollar. Halvorson explains why "reform" itself needs to be a "product" rather than just a concept. He also explains why 
quick action is essential and how using the right toolsthe focus on real costs and the use of real data and better 
caregiver support systemscan make universal coverage easy to administer, efficient, affordable, and "free" in three 
yearscompared to what the total cost of care would be without universal coverage. 


