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Thomas E. Getzen : Health Economics and Financing, 4th Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Health Economics and Financing, 4th Edition: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. It is almost like the chapters are elaborated more than necessary to 
make ...By Chris HibbardI'm not impressed. I've had a lot of textbooks and the material is over elaborated. It is almost 
like the chapters are elaborated more than necessary to make the book longer. It also is very opinionated and it feels 
like the author just wanted to be done with it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is so good 
that it makes healthcare understandable.By Sunny JimExcellent book that explains why the health system in USA is so 
complicated, expensive, and ineffective. Does an excellent job of describing what healthcare should do, and compares 
USA with other countries where healthcare actually works. It is not naiuml;ve when it assess other countries solutions 
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as not necessarily applicable to USA, but takes the better ideas, and gives some hope.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Purchased for ClassBy AzzieThis is a textbook and what was required for my economic class. I am not 
an economics major but it is a bit wordy and redundant and some of the chapters are long and boring at times. How 
can anyone write a review about a textbook? You buy them to read for your class so that you can answer your 
discussion board smartly.

Health and medical professionals rely on Getzen for its engaging introduction to the economic analysis of medical 
markets. It is updated with the latest information in the field including a detailed look at health care reform and the 
emergence of Barack Obama's plan. The developing health care system in China is covered to provide a more global 
perspective. Investment cases along with a look at the ROI of specialty medical education are also presented. And new 
C-B and CEA case studies help health and medical professionals see how to effectively apply the principles and 
concepts.

Instructor's Manual available. -- The publisher, John Wiley SonsFrom the PublisherThis text is a primer for the 
economic analysis of medical markets and the production of health. It traces the economic rationale and development 
of the medical care organization. The first thirteen chapters use a "flow of funds" approach to describe the incentives 
and organizational structure of the health care system. Transactions between patients and physicians (and other) are 
examined to see how profits are made, costs covered, contracts written (or implied), and regulations formed. The 
continuing evolution of the system in the U.S. is the subject of two chapters on managed care. The last seven chapters 
take a wider macroeconomic perspective in order to explore the dynamics of change within the health care system, and 
to explicitly consider determinants of national health spending and the role of governments in public and private 
health.From the Back CoverThe practical primer to one of the most dynamic fields in economics! Thomas Getzen, a 
leading academic and practitioner, has authored a complete primer for the economic analysis of medical markets and 
the production of health. Accessible to those with little or no economic background, this book includes a foreword by 
Nobel Laureate Kenneth J. Arrow and will interest anyone who wants to understand the issues and economic questions 
associated with allocating resources to medical care. Recognizing that the exchange of care for money is complex and 
not easily summarized, Getzen traces the economic rationale and development of medical care organizations as well as 
the economic and political factors that have influenced them. The book begins with a "flow of funds" approach to 
describing the incentives and organizational structure of the health care system. It then outlines the continuing 
evolution of Managed Care in the United States. The last section of the book uses a macroeconomics perspective to 
explore the dynamics of change within the health care system and to explicitly consider determinants of national 
health spending. From the Foreword by Kenneth J. Arrowhellip; The economic problems of allocating resources to 
medical care have long been a major part of government economic policy, more in other countries than in the United 
States. The steady rise in the expenditures on medical care, out-stripping the rise in national income by a considerable 
margin, has brought these issues to the fore of public attention. Equally important has been the increase of explicit 
consideration of costs within the medical profession; the historically unwelcome trade-off between costs and treatment 
has come forcibly to the fore. The need for good education and good texts has become acute, and Professor 
Getzenrsquo;s book is a welcome attempt to meet this strongly felt need. 


