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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Even an Obamacare supporter would finally get why the ACA isa
disasterBy JmPuertoTerrific summary of why Obamacare will fail, and it was written in 2010. Just logic and facts, not
opinions, so if you are open to both, have aread. There are so many better solutions.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Health Care Reform without Side EffectsBy R. CooperMark Pauly's exposition of the way private
health insurance markets really work is a must-read for anyone who wants to make sense out of what our nation faces
asit trysto create arational system in the wake of Health Care Reform. Brief, clear and understandable for
professioinals and patients, alike.

Mark V. Pauly offers a detailed look at the individual insurance market in the United States. He explains how it works,
suggests approaches to improvement that build on what currently works well, and provides a realistic assessment of
how much improvement we can demand and expect. He concludes that, although there are some serious deficiencies
in today'sindividual insurance market, there are also some important advantages in this market that should be
preserved.

From the Inside FlapMost people are offered health insurance through their jobs, and most still take it.nbsp; But
increasingly large numbers of workers have jobs in which coverage is not offered or where the terms under which it is
offered do not induce them to take it. Thereis, however, an alternative to job-based insurance in which consumers
could buy health insurance in the same way as they buy other kinds of insurances: voluntarily, as individual
consumers, from private insurance firms. Because many of the uninsured appear to be permanent dropouts from the
employment-based system, attention has turned to developing an improved individual insurance scheme.ln Health
Reform without Side Effects, Mark V. Pauly provides some alternatives to the reforms currently proposed by
Congress. The legislation in progress, he asserts, is far from ideal and stands a good chance of making things worse
rather than better. Itnbsp; runs the real risk of increasing the number of uninsured, stifling innovation in health
insurance at atime when it is most needed, and creating dysfunctional incentives for both consumers and insurance
companies. Reform that uses rather than abuses market forces, says the author, would be preferable.Pauly explains that
the optimal government interventionnbsp; provides appropriate subsidies to those who need them, a basic but
nbsp;limited regul atory framework,nbsp; alarge number of different qualified sources of insurancemdash;for profit
and nonprofit, public and privatemdash;and then permits consumers to make their own choices.. Should additional
subsidies and regulations be required, they could more easily be added when needed than withdrawn if not
needed.Competitive markets have their strongest rationale in settings in which the amount of knowledge a planner has
or could have isincomplete, and, the author concludes, the individual health insurance market is a prime candidate for
such a setting. Although there are some serious trade-offs among different policy features, the model of open, neutral
competitive markets seems best suited to making those trade-offsnbsp; under our current conditions.



