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Kant Patel, Mark E Rushefsky : Healthcare Politics and Policy in America: 2014  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Healthcare Politics and Policy in America: 2014: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy SCHcontent is thorough but a bit redundant and dry1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Rock solid textbook in healthcare policyBy Steven PetersonIn the not-
too-distant future, I expect to be teaching an undergraduate course on American health policy. This will be on my 
short list as I consider texts.Pluses: very good coverage of key issues in healthcare policy. The text begins with a Part I 
that considers the key actors in the healthcare system; the environment of that system; an historical analysis of 
healthcare policy in the US over time. Part II looks at a variety of healtcare programs--Medicare, Medicaid, and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0765626055


healthcare for American Indians, Alaska natives, and veterans. Part III features just oen chapter--the problems in the 
healthcare system related to the poor and disadvantaged.Part IV has two chapters, each addressing cost issues. The 
cost of American healthcare has long been an issue, as people pay a premium with not-so-certain results. Finally, Part 
V examines "contemporary issues in health policy," among which are medical technology, end-of-life issues, 
conytracedption emergencies, immigrants, Obamacare, and an exploration of possible healthcare futures.Minuses? The 
writing is hardly sparkling. The style is rather dry. Also, and this is not the authors' fault, the Affordable Care Act is 
described after its adoption--but before its implementation. Thus, the story is a bit unsatisfying, as students will have 
been exposed to information about the strengths and weaknesses of the program in operation.All in all, a good 
textbook. I just wish that the writing style was more appropriate for students.0 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Competent useful textbookBy doug kortyI agree with Steven Peterson's 4 star review. This is a competent 
textbook and would be useful in a course. Healthcare policy is an important subject that many people should know 
more about.Midwest Independent Research, educational websites. Improving health, mwir-improvinghealth.blogspot. 
There are book lists here.

This book provides a comprehensive examination of the ways that health policy has been shaped by the political, 
socioeconomic, and ideological environment of the United States. The roles played by public and private, institutional 
and individual actors in designing the healthcare system are identified at all levels. The book addresses the key 
problems of healthcare cost, access, and quality through analyses of Medicare, Medicaid, the Veterans Health 
Administration, and other programs, and the ethical and cost implications of advances in healthcare technology. This 
fully updated fourth edition gives expanded attention to the fiscal and financial impact of high healthcare costs and the 
struggle for healthcare reform, culminating in the passage of the Affordable Care Act, with preliminary discussion of 
implementation issues associated with the Affordable Care Act as well as attempts to defund and repeal it. Each 
chapter concludes with discussion questions and a comprehensive reference list. Helpful appendices provide a guide to 
websites and a chronology. PowerPoint slides and other instructional materials are available to instructors who adopt 
the book.

"Patel and Rushefsky have updated their fine, comprehensive introduction to American healthcare policy. The 
struggles over Obamacare are front and center in this new edition." --Frank J. Thompson, Rutgers University, 
Newark"As health care has reemerged as the leading domestic policy concern, this book is (again) invaluable in 
helping students understand: how the U.S. health care system operates, why it is so complex and expensive, what it 
does well and what it fails at, and where future health care controversies will likely arise. Great for classroom use, 
continuing education, and for anyone who simply wants to feel more knowledgeable about how one-fifth of our 
nation's economy functions." --Rick Mayes, University of Richmond"This text by Patel and Rushevsky--now in its 4th 
edition--is the most reliable guide to America's form of health care policy and politics available. They turn a complex, 
hard to understand set of arrangements into a subject that is quite understandable, in a book that is clearly written and 
up to date." --Ted Marmor, Yale University; author of The Politics of Medicare (2000) and co-author of Social 
Insurance: America's Neglected Heritage and Contested Future (2014)"Patel and Rushefsky have done it again! 
Thorough, timely, and provocative. For both novices and practitioners of health policy--highly recommended." --
Deborah R. McFarlane, University of New Mexico"This new edition of Healthcare Politics and Policy in America 
provides an excellent, succinct overview of health policy and problems in the United States with terrific coverage of 
the Affordable Care Act. The book would work well for any undergraduate or graduate course." --Karen Baird, 
Purchase College, State University of New York"Healthcare Politics and Policy in America is a comprehensive and 
invaluable guide to understanding the complexities of the U.S. healthcare system. It is not only carefully researched 
but also insightful and clearly written. This highly informative and ambitious text analyzes the broad range of core 
health policy issues, from specific programs such as Medicare and Medicaid and the problems experienced by 
disadvantaged sectors of society, to managed care and health-related technology. In this updated edition, Patel and 
Rushefsky add a timely and compelling discussion of the Affordable Care Act and its antecedents, including the 
painstaking process of congressional enactment, the legislation's main provisions, and the implementation challenges. I 
highly recommend the book both for scholars and for use in undergraduate and graduate courses in health politics and 
policy." --Laura Katz Olson, Lehigh UniversityAbout the AuthorKant Patel and Mark E. Rushefsky, both of Missouri 
State University, USA. 


