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From James A Morone : Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair: Health Care and the Good Society  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair: Health Care and 
the Good Society: 

9 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Access To Healthcare Should Not Be A Freemarket PerkBy G. 
ReidAlong with many Americans I frimly believe in freemarkets providing goods and services to the American 
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people. America is one of the wealthiest countries in the world because of our adherence to the freemarket system. 
However, our citizens rank near the bottom in health status. Americans have lower life expectancy, more health-
related morbidity and higher adolescent death rates than most other advanced nations in the world and even some 
developing countries.With the exception of a few of our high technology medical advances that will benefit a very 
small percentage of the population, the overall condition of our preventive and maintenance healthcare and its delivery 
is in terrible condition. To function in the freemarket and be productive each person needs the best overall health 
possible. To obtain healthcare and good health in general must not be a fruit of that individual's success in the 
freemarket system. For our system to function properly, be fair, be wise, be compassionate and, in fact, to not be evil, 
healtcare must be a right for every citizen and must not be dependent upon a person's ability or even willingness to pay 
money. After a decent level of good healthcare is provided to each citizen, then, and only then, can that person swim 
in the freemarket ocean where he/she will sink or swim based on their ability, their intelligence and their willingness to 
expend effort. To have a fair chance at success which will benefit both the individual and all of society, each person 
needs to be provided with the availability and ease of access to both preventive healthcare and basic healthcare 
delivery.

America may be one of the wealthiest countries in the world, yet its citizens have lower life expectancy, more infant 
mortalities, and higher adolescent death rates than those in most other advanced industrial nations--and even some 
developing countries. In Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair a distinguished group of health policy experts pointedly examines 
this troubling paradox, as they chart the stark disparities in health and wealth in the United States. Rich in insight and 
extensive in scope, these incisive essays explain how growing income inequality, high poverty rates, and inadequate 
coverage combine to create the U.S.'s current healthcare difficulties. Ultimately, Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair not only 
identifies the problems contributing to America's healthcare woes but also outlines concrete policy proposals for 
reform, issuing a clarion call to end the stalemate over health reform.

"[This] book will surely resonate in the thoughts of policymakers, public health and public policy scholars, and anyone 
interested in a fairer and healthier society."--The New England Journal of Medicine"Americans want everyone to have 
access to decent health care--yet in an era of rising economic inequality, our country is moving ever further from that 
ideal. Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair asks why this has happened, and illuminates the way forward. The arguments 
assembled here are not timid. Many readers will heartily agree. Others will demur. But all will be enlightened and 
engaged."--Theda Skocpol, Victor S. Thomas Professor of Government and Sociology, Harvard University and author 
of The Missing Middle: Working Families and the Future of American Social Policy"Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair 
makes crystal clear what many have felt and feared: that the nation's growing concentration and mal-distribution of 
wealth, besides breeding greater political inequality, financial corruption and money worship, also strikes at the health, 
physical well-being and life expectancy of less advantaged Americans."--Kevin Phillips, author of Wealth and 
Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich"Inequalities in wealth, income, knowledge and class cripple 
democratic citizens; inequalities in health care destroy lives. There is no more important issue for America than health 
care, and no more pressing need that that of health care reform. In Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair, distinguished health 
policy experts offer a clear portrait of the impact of market economics on fair health care and make a powerful case for 
bold health care reform. Vital reading for social scientists, policy makers and citizens alike."--Benjamin R. Barber, 
Distinguished University Professor, University of Maryland, and author of Strong Democracy and Jihad vs. 
McWorldAbout the AuthorJames A. Morone is Professor of Political Science at Brown University. He is the author of 
over 100 articles and essays and is a frequent contributor to The American Prospect and the London of Books. His 
most recent book is Hellfire Nation.Lawrence R. Jacobs is the Walter F. and Joan Mondale Chair for Political Studies 
at the University of Minnesota. His most recent books include Inequality and American Democracy with Theda 
Skocpol and Politicians Don't Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic Responsiveness with Robert 
Y. Shapiro. 


