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Michel Rabagliati, Michel Rabagliati : Paul Hasa Summer Job before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Paul Has a Summer Job:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For fans of European style comicsBy Vanessa HutchinsonThe first
thing | look for in a graphic novel isthe drawing style. Rabagliati's style is 1950s 60s the kind you would find in a
French text book of that time. The story iswell though out and beautiful. His books are ones that | will keep and never
lend out.O of 1 people found the following review helpful. good read, lots of heart, for adultsBy Paul A. SpanglerThe
author throws in some adult stuff but | really enjoyed the rest of this book.8 of 8 people found the following review
helpful. awonderful graphic novel (ie comic) for awide age rangeBy Bob CroninThe character of Paul has appeared
in acomic book and an anthology by the quality comics publisher from Canada, Drawn and Quarterly. Michel
Rabagliati's full-length graphic novel, translated from the French, is funny, poignant, and ajoy to read. Thisisan
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example of the exciting potential of comics- many types of readers will enjoy it on it's own merits.Paul, our hero, has
dropped out of high school and is working aroutine and boring day job at a print shop. When his charasmatic pal Gus
calls with an offer of counsleor work at a summer camp, Paul jumps at the opportunity. Both Paul and the reader will
be very glad he took this opportunity. With a deceptively simple, amost retro-50's style, Rabagliati sketches and
fleshes out the dozen or so characters Paul meetsin this story. The camp and the characters are effectively devel oped
to the point where the reader is deeply touched by their struggles, laughs at their jokes, and isjust as regretful and sad
as Paul when the summer finally ends.The story resonates with major turning points for Paul, the kinds of moments we
all experience, sometimes treasure, and remember for the rest of our lives. One gets the sense that these are personal
moments of the author, special and shared with complete trust. We experience hisfirst love, the growing confidence of
Paul as he matures, and the rewards he gains working closely with a group of underpriveledged kids, particularly a
charming blind girl named Marie. His return to the spot years later, when he shares some of these gems with his own
infant daughter, is quite touching and feelsreal.I'm very grateful that Rabagliati shared these feelings and experiences
with me and his other readers, even if they arefictional. | look forward to more Paul books.

Rabagliati's strip "Paul: Apprentice Typographer" was one of the highlights of 1999's Drawn Quarterly anthology,

and hisfirst comic book Paul in the Country won the 2000 Harvey award for Best New Talent. This, hisfirst graphic
novel, is eagerly anticipated by comix connoisseurs who enjoy a sweet, unsentimental story about being a teenager and
Rabagliati's crisp retro-modern 1950s drawing style. Paul Has a Summer Job continues the story of Paul, a Quebecois
teenager in the 1970s, as he experiences the first conflicts of responsibility with his desire to be free. Paul is outraged
that he isforced to stop his high school art training. But he's been asked to put art aside because his other grades are so
terribly low. Defiant, he quits school and anticipates a summer of leisure. But instead Paul follows the path of so many
Quebecois teenagers. he lands ajob as a counselor at one of the many summer camps in the mountains outside the
city. There he finds himself guiding a motley band of kids, misfits and troublemakers, much like himself.

From School Library Journal Adult/High School-In 1979, Paul, 18, lands an unexpected job at a camp for
underprivileged children. Accustomed neither to roughing it nor to youngsters, he knows that he is unprepared but
falls to with awill and an open heart. Over the course of the summer on a Quebec lake, he learns about his own
strengths, discovers the unaffected charms of 9- to 14-year-olds, and fallsin love with a co-counselor. Subplots
involve overcoming physical and emotional fears and the reality of shepherding ablind child through camp
experiences. The ending brings the protagonist back to the site of the camp 20 years later. Paul and his fellow teens act
responsibly with the children but are prone to partying between sessions; they are able to cope with emergencies, and
they experience the death of one counselor's parent. The story unfolds with quirky black-ink drawings and natural-
sounding dialogue. The images bounce with physical energy and depict the brightness and darkness of the teen's
moods. Endnotes offer readers in the U.S. helpful information for interpreting Quebecois swearing and references to
pop idols of the place and time. Anyone who has gone to camp, or taken on ajob with the knowledge that it seems
unworkable, will recognize Paul's plight and the sense of achievement he gets to taste.Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley
Public Library, CACopyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From
BooklistGr. 9-12. It's the summer of 1979, and Paul, a recent high-school dropout and an apprentice at alocal print
shop, is broke, unhappy and living with his parents in Canada. A phone call from afriend who is running a summer
camp for underprivileged kids allows Paul to escape into ajob as a replacement counselor. Paul is apprehensive at first
as he's not great with kids and doesn't know the first thing about braving the wilderness, but after arocky start, he
bonds with his fellow counselors, the kids begin to grow on him, and he fallsin love with his partner, Annie.
Rabagliati's smple black-and-white line drawings and classic comics format are well-suited to this slacker-goes-to-
summer camp tale, which has plenty teens can relate to--whether it's Paul's dissatisfaction with the authority figures at
his school or afirst love. Thefinal act will ring true for older readers nostalgic about their own first overnight camp.
The book was originally published in French, and this English translation includes a glossary of terms and places.
Some explicit sexual content will limit this to mature teens. Carlos OrellanaCopyright American Library Association.
All rights reserved "RABAGLIATI'S BRISKLY-PACED STORY BRIMSWITH QUIRKY TOUCHES... A MINOR-
CHORD MASTER-PIECE.""RABAGLIATI LOVINGLY DEVELOPS THESE SNAPSHOTS OF CHILDHOOD
MEMORIES AND A BY GONE ERA USING COMIC STRIP PANELSASIF THEY WERE POLAROIDS."



