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Lynda Barry : Picture This: The Near-sighted Monkey Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Picture This: The Near-sighted Monkey Book: 

36 of 36 people found the following review helpful. Take a ride with the near-sighted monkey!By V. LewisJust 
thumbing through this book makes me feel like a kid again. The idea of painting and drawing on lowly 'binder paper' 
rocks my line art graphic mindset. There are a myriad of creative trails to follow and I've just begun the journey. There 
is such honesty in the pages, such a wonderful mix of spirit, technique, angst, and fun in a book about making art. 
Maybe "expressing ourselves" is a better term than "making art". Lynda Barry helps you open the door to 
expression.My favorite quote from the book so far is "The worst thing I can do when I'm stuck is to start thinking and 
stop moving my hands."I'm off to do a mood doodle and follow along with Marlys, Arna and the cephalopod.5 of 5 
people found the following review helpful. InspirationBy CatwomanThis book is chock full of wonderful inspiration 
from Lynda Barry. It has lifted me out of my painting doldrums and put me back at ease in front of a blank sheet of 
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paper. Actually, I've been painting on newspaper lately, a la Lynda. This book is rich in philosophy, inspiration, hope 
and wonder. I've bought multiple copies to hand out as gifts, and finally, one for myself. I had kept the library copy out 
past its due date and realized I needed to have my own copy to keep close at hand. Just had to buy it.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Creativity in the midst of doubtBy AlanA book that inspires and supports honest 
creativity, even through the doubts that often come up, such as "that's not good enough" and "Copying CAN'T be 
creative."

Book by Barry, Lynda

.com Product Description The creative-drawing companion to the acclaimed and bestselling What It Is. Lynda Barry 
single-handedly created a literary genre all her own, the graphic memoir/how-to, otherwise known as the bestselling, 
the acclaimed, but most important, the adored and the inspirational What It Is. The R. R. Donnelley and Eisner Award-
winning book posed, explored, and answered the question: "Do you wish you could write?" Now with Picture This, 
Barry asks: "Do you wish you could draw?" It features the return of Barry's most beloved character, Marlys, and 
introduces a new one, the Near-sighted Monkey. LikeWhat It Is, Picture This is an inspirational, take-home extension 
of Barry's traveling, continually sold-out, and sought-after workshop, "Writing the Unthinkable." 


