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Walt Kelly : Pogo: Bona Fide Balderdash (Vol. 2) (Walt Kelly's Pogo) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Pogo: Bona Fide Balderdash (Vol. 2) (Walt Kelly's Pogo):

25 of 25 people found the following review helpful. "Pogo" and Walt Kelly at Their Absolute FinestBy HMcNThere
must be thousands of us who have hung on to the Simon Schuster "Pogo™ reprints from the 1950s -- reading and re-
reading them until the bindings gave out. Now comes Fantagraphics Books' fabulous projected 12-volume reprinting
of the entire "Pogo" oeuvre, and for dedicated Pogophilesit's a dream come true. Volume One, " Through the Wild
Blue Yonder," took the strip from its pre-syndication days through 1950, and is instructive in showing how Walt Kelly
devel oped the characters; apparently identical scenes from the New Y ork Star and from the syndicated strip show
subtle alterations as his cartooning style matured. Volume Two, "Bona Fide Balderdash," shows Kelly fully in
command of his medium.Among the highlights this time around: The introduction of P. T. Bridgeport; Wiley Catt and
Sarcophagus Macabre's plot to dine on Churchy LaFemme; Bun Rabbit's attempt to celebrate every holiday; Pogo runs
for President, sort of (launching the "l Go Pogo" movement); and various critters disguise themselves as characters
from "Little Orphan Annie" (or, asis suggested by Beauregard, "Li'l Arf an' Nonny"). For those of uswho have had to
make do with the SS reprints of yore, the Fantagraphics seriesis a particular delight, as it reproduces many strips left
out of the paperbacks. Thisisthe whole thing, in order. Nothing could be more satisfying.Annotations draw the
reader's attention to details not apparent to the casual fan. For example, Kelly's fight with the Post-Hall Syndicate
about exactly who owned the copyright led him to sign the strip for awhile with pseudonyms such as "Motley
Crewcutt" and "Parsley Shawl." Once the dispute was settled (in Kelly's favor), the authentic name reappeared, as the
proud "Copr. 1952 Walt Kelly." The notes also inform readers about such details as what " Tippecanoe and Tyler Too"
means, or who Edgar A. Guest was. Why, starting in mid-1951, was the upper left corner of each day's first panel
devoid of speech or important visual material? The notes explain.For those with alifelong devotion to "Pogo," Volume
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Two is amust-have book. Those new to Kelly's genius will also find inspiration in the comic strip, now gone almost
40 years, that to thisday is a hallmark of literacy, wit, and visual excellence. Quibbles? OK, the brief introduction by
Stan Freberg (himself amajor wit of the '50s and '60s) is a pleasant remembrance but not much more. And the notes,
valuable though they are, could be more extensive. But these minute drawbacks don't even come close to reducing the
five-star rating. Thisisasgood as "Pogo" gets, and it is wonderful .15 of 15 people found the following review helpful.
We have met the enemy, but then all this stuff happened and we forgotBy Hiram J BeaudryBuy it. Buy many. Buy the
first one. Buy the next one.Give them as gifts, leave them in taxis, donate them to schooals, pass them out on the streets,
change your kid's name to Grundoon, befriend a cigar-smoking aligator, leave your estate to the Walt Kelly Is A God
And Deserves Himself A Nice Church Foundation, no trifle istoo small, no global Pogo Day celebration too
big.Those aren't five little stars. Those are five massive, searing orbs of space fire, billions of fathoms wide. So pay
attention.History keepstrying to remind us what happens when we try to get along without her. Making sure every
budding American has read Pogo will make her job a bit easier. Why? Y ou're on a computer, aren't you? G**gleit! A
deft and nuanced satirical take on American culture and politics from the days when a computer was some math dork
with adlide rule, Pogo was the Doonesbury of its day, and these books are actually a magnificent history
lesson.There's no tits, not much cussing, and the whole world seemed to have a sort of Mayberry rhythm to it (again,
look it up), so it isn't trying to compete with androgynous angsty robot vampires turning into pickup trucks and
blowing up New Jersey. It is a chance to reconnect with the middle Americathat actualy did exist, in away, back
then, by reading what they read back when reading was about all there was to do if you didn't have the 15 centsfor a
double bill plus cartoon and newsreel movieticket. This may look like a bunch of cartoons about talking animalsin a
swamp, but so does the Washington Post, and people take that seriously, don't they? Poalitical buffoonery, chicanery,
and ne'er-do-wellity has been rampant since long before our glorious republic was even conceived, and it wasin full
swing during Walt's very long tenure at the pen. A worthwhile read for anybody with a serious interest in the history of
common political discourse in the US, and cleverly disguised as amusement, to boot. Edumacate those lummoxes
without they even knowing...16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Bona Fide BalderdashBy O. Kelly
Brown Jr.These volumes are undoubtedly the Pogophile's dream come true. The only real issue about the 12 volume
seriesis the one volume per year issuance. There are some among us that are amite long in the tooth- ten more years
to go might be a gen-you-wine challenge. Guess I'll have to 'member ol' Porky-Pine sayin'- "don't take life so serious,
son. It ain't nohow permanent.”" This volume isjust as beautifully bound as the first; keep up the good work,
Fantagraphics!

This volume collects the years 1951-1952 dailies of the popular comic strip, with extras such as an introduction by
Stan Freberg. In November of 2011, Fantagraphics released the first volume of its much-anticipated, |ong-promised
series reprinting in its entirety the syndicated run of Walt Kellys classic newspaper strip, Pogo. Pogo: Through the
Wild Blue Wonder immediately became the companys best-selling book of the last five years. Exactly one year later,
the second volume, Pogo: Bona Fide Balderdash, will be released, featuring al the strips from 1951 and 1952. With
sources found for the more elusive strips (in the past, our scheduling downfall), were confident that these collections
will become an annual affair. Even though Pogo had been in syndication for less than two years as this volume begins,
Kellyslong professional experience (including seven years creating Pogo stories for comic books) had him at the peak
of his powers, and this book features page after page of gorgeously drawn, hilarious vaudevillian dialogue and action
among the swamp denizens, as well as Kellysincreasingly sharp-tongued political satire especialy on display during
the 1952 el ection season. Kelly was famous for his prolific creation of recurring characters, and by the end of this
second volume, the count will already have topped over one hundred. New arrivals include Tammanany the Tiger, the
voluble P.T. Bridgeport, the sinister Sarcophagus MacAbre (with his funereal speech balloons), Uncle Antler the bull
moose... and Bewitched, Bothered, and Bemildred, the adorable trio of bats. The two years of daily stripsin this
volume have been collected before but in now long-out-of print books; and even there they were not as meticulously
restored and reproduced as in this new series. Bona Fide Balderdash also reprints, literally for the first time ever in full
color, the two full years of Sunday pages, also carefully restored and color-corrected, shot from the finest copies
available. This second volume is once again edited and designed by the cartoonists daughter, Carolyn Kelly, who is
also handling much of the restoration work. It includes a new introduction by the legendary author, recording artist,
and satirist Stan Freberg, who was not only afriend of Kellys but the voice of Albert the Alligator in the | Go Pogo:
Pogo for President movie. There will also be more extensive annotations by comic strip historian and expert R.C.
Harvey, aswell as additional historical information from writer Mark Evanier. 344

From BooklistThis second volume in the long-delayed but now annual collection of Kellys classic comic strip covers
the years 195152. His hallmarks of deft wordplay, daft swamp critters, and poisonously sharp sociopolitical satire are
in full blossom here. The highlight is the 1952 el ection season that saw Pogos first and entirely reluctant presidential
run and the birth of the | Go Pogo slogan. Mimicking | Like Ike, it became a massively popular campaign button that
helped cement Kellys popularity among wise-ass college kids everywhere. A must for all collections of comic-strip



history. --lan ChipmanAbout the AuthorWalt Kelly is the creator of the legendary Pogo comic strip. He was bornin
1913 and passed away in 1973.Walt Kelly isthe creator of the legendary Pogo comic strip. He was born in 1913 and
passed away in 1973.



