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Timothy Hoff : Practice Under Pressure: Primary Care Physicians and Their Medicine in the Twenty-first 
Century (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Practice Under Pressure: Primary Care Physicians and Their Medicine in the Twenty-
first Century (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine): 
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2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Insightful and accurate analysisBy Stanley JohnTim Hoff presents 
an insightful sociological analysis of the sorrowful degrading of primary care over the last 40 years. Have PCP's been 
hoodwinked by other stakeholders? Does primary care's professional organizations hold some culpability? Having 
fallen from the golden age pedestal of Marcus Welby to what some describe as but a glorified triage nurse, can the 
primary care physician of today be rejuvenated by the Patient Centered Medical Home? Perhaps, but not without 
outstanding clinical acumen and, perhaps even more importantly, large doses of business savvy and work ethic. It will 
be a long, hard road back to health, but well worth the effort for high quality, cost effective patient care.A book well 
worth reading.

Through ninety-five in-depth interviews with primary care physicians (PCPs) working in different settings, as well as 
medical students and residents, Practice Under Pressure provides rich insight into the everyday lives of generalist 
physicians in the early twenty-first centurytheir work, stresses, hopes, expectations, and values. Timothy Hoff supports 
this dialogue with secondary data, statistics, and in-depth comparisons that capture the changing face of primary care 
medicinelarger numbers of younger, female, and foreign-born physicians.

"Practice Under Pressure could not be more timely. Timothy Hoff has written a concise, compelling examination of 
the work of primary care based on integration of qualitative data and published quantitative findings. Hoff interviewed 
88 PCPs, residents, and students, as well as 2 nonphysician leaders. The book's power emanates from these 
narratives." 


