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From Oxford University Press : Principles in Health Economics and Policy  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Principles in Health Economics and Policy: 

Examining the different structures and techniques involved in making decisions about who benefits from those health 
care resources available in a publicly funded system, this book is a concise and compact introduction to health 
economics and policy. It introduces the subject of economics, explains the fundamental failures in the market for 
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health care and discusses the concepts of equity and fairness when applied to health and health care. Written for 
students and health professionals with no background in economics, this new edition has been fully updated and 
revised. It now provides a more policy-oriented appraoch than before, emphasizing the application of economic 
analysis to health policy issues. User-friendly and filled with non-specialist language and easily understandable 
mathematics, this volume addresses a range of universal health policy issues through the application of health 
economic analyses. Exploring key questions currently facing health policy makers across the globe, it asks: how 
should society intervene in the determinants that affect health?; how should health care be financed?; how should 
health care providers be paind?; and how should alternative health care programs be evaluated when setting priorities? 
With exercises and suggested further reading lists at the end of each chapter, Principles in Health Economics and 
Policy, 2nd edition, is an ideal resource for students and health professionals. It is the perfect place to find a clear and 
concise policy relevant introduction to the application of health economics to health care funding from a unique 
economics perspective that cannot be found anywhere else.

from previous edition: "The book succeeds in explaining how health economics can be useful and how a better 
understanding of the depth of the problems that society faces in the distribution of health care can help us address 
problems in a systematic and incremental fashion... it is aremarkably comprehensive yet accessible text and should 
prove to be a valuable addition to [the] bookshelf." --International Journal of Epidemiology May 2003"... interesting, 
easy to read, and enlightening about economic theory and its application to healthcare... The subjects are presented in a 
logical, easy to follow sequence, each chapter building appropriately on those that precede it." --Doody's Journal July 
2003About the AuthorDr. Jan Abel Olsen is Professor at the Institute of Community Medicine at the University of 
Tromso, and the Institute of Health Economics and Management at the University of Oslo, Norway. 


