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Chester W. Schmidt, Rebecca K. Yowell, Ellen Jaffe : Procedure Coding Handbook for Psychiatrists  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Procedure Coding Handbook 
for Psychiatrists: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. In awe of this achievement.By rusty kipnessThis superb volume 
thoroughly describes the various procedure codes for a psychiatric encounter and offers a clear account of what must 
be included in the record to justify your choice. Master these matters and the reified chozzerei of the great DSM, and 
you will never again be distracted by the difficult, sometimes emotionally arduous task of trying to understand how 
your patient experiences the world and her situation in it. You wont have the time or the energy. Besides, what self-
respecting managed-carista would approve payment for such frivolity. Richard Sens, MD. Czar, the War on Martial 
Metaphors; Co-chair: Alter-Cockers Against Acronyms (ACAA).2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
ObsoleteBy Thomas BarrettObsolete within a month of the purchase of purchase since the procedure codes changed 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1585623741


the 1 January 2013. This was a waste of money.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. GoodBy Ozar 
MenoPretty good review for exactly how to code and document for such appropriately. Worth the relatively low 
price.There are a few details I wanted that the book didn't mention.

Procedure Coding Handbook for Psychiatrists is designed to level the playing field for practitioners and payers by 
enhancing the technical knowledge of practitioners about CPT coding and documentation. Payers have highly paid 
staff analyzing every code submission, which makes this text vital to give practitioners a similar understanding of the 
structure and function of Current Procedural Terminology, or CPT. Since payers often use miscoding on medical 
records as a reason to deny payment, it becomes imperative that clinicians understand how to use psychiatric 
therapeutic procedure codes and evaluation and management codes to reduce denials of payment, or downcoding that 
results in lower reimbursement for the service provided. Now in its fourth edition, Procedure Coding Handbook for 
Psychiatrists is a necessary and valuable reference tool for anyone practicing or studying psychiatry, clinical 
psychology, psychiatric nursing, or clinical social work. This most current edition provides insights into how a legible, 
carefully constructed and documented medical record is essential to providing good patient care and successful 
collection activities. In addition, there are three new appendixes that cover service codes for Medicare, evaluation and 
management guidelines for psychiatry, and the most frequently missed items in evaluation and management 
documentation.

The Procedure Coding Handbook for Psychiatrists is much more than its name suggests. The authors have been 
involved in this work at the highest levels and their intimate knowledge is reflected in their in-depth analysis and 
direction. This book provides the background to understand where our current coding system comes from and gives 
clear direction to accurately code for the work done to most efficiently maintain this business aspect of a psychiatric 
practice. --Ronald M. Burd, M.D., current Chair of the APA committee on RBRVS, Coding and Reimbursement, past 
Speaker of the Assembly and psychiatrist with a clinical practice with Sanford Health in Fargo, North Dakota.This 
book answers questions that I've wondered about for years. It's especially good at dissecting complicated issues into 
pieces I could easily understand. The question and answer sections are very valuable. Any psychiatrist who deals 
directly with Medicare and with the private insurance companies should find it to be a very useful asset. --Bruce 
Hershfield, MD, APA Assembly Speaker, 2010-11Since the mid-1990s, the most valuable resource for clinicians 
wanting to achieve insurance access to treatment for their patients has been the Procedure Coding Handbook for 
Psychiatrists. This Fourth Edition includes the many recent developments that we all need to know to make our 
documentation and claim submissions consistent with federal and state regulations. Beautifully done. --Roger Peele, 
M.D., DLFAPA, Chief Psychiatrist, Department of Health and Human Service, Montgomery County, Maryland.About 
the AuthorChester W. Schmidt, Jr., M.D., is founding member of the American Medical Association (AMA) Relative 
Value Scale (RVS) Update Committee, consultant to the American Psychiatric Association (APA) RVS Update 
Committee, and professor of psychiatry at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Rebecca K. Yowell is deputy director of the APA Office of Healthcare Systems and Financing in Arlington, Virginia, 
and lead staff for APA s work with the AMA CPT Editorial Panel and AMA RVS Committee. Ellen Jaffe is the 
Medicare specialist in the APA Office of Healthcare Systems and Financing in Arlington, Virginia, and is responsible 
for the Psychiatric Practice and Managed Care page that appears irregularly in Psychiatric News. 


