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Paul Jellinek : Promise to Mary: A Story of Faith in Action  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Promise to Mary: A Story of Faith in Action: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Faith in ActionBy J Martin JellinekFirst let me say that the author is 
my brother, so this is not a completely unbiased review.Promise to Mary the story of Faith in Action, a non-profit 
program that organizes communities to provide assistance to elderly or severely ill people throughout the country. The 
story of the program is told through the eyes of the care receivers, volunteers, local organizers, and finally the author 
(in his choice of which interviews to present). This book is a great resource for anyone who is involved in one-on-one 
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care, in either a pastoral or a lay situation.Faith is faith in the healing power of the individual to help others in need. 
This allows interdenominational participation within the program, which seems to be one of its greatest strengths. 
Faith in Action challenges us to put that faith into action - to become aware of those in need and to reach out with 
assistance in routine, daily tasks.The interviews in Promise to Mary are with a large range of people. Some of the most 
touching and meaningful are with a young ex-gang member in Pine Bluff, Arkansas and with the author's relative in 
Anchorage. Each of the interviews touches the soul and inspires the reader to reach out in ministry and faith to others.3 
of 3 people found the following review helpful. "Promise to Mary"By Dave LykeFor an excellent and informative read 
on the organization "Faith In Action" this is a must. You will be taken on a tour of several programs that will warm 
your heart. I had a road atlas at hand as I read and I was his "shotgun" as I followed his trek for the sights, sounds, 
smells, anecdotes and conversations that were very moving. I was reminded of my own relationship with one who had 
MS and was bedridden for years. You will visit folks who are Care Givers to people that have no visits. You will meet 
the Directors who work many hours on the phone scheduling transportation to doctor appointments, shopping, and 
other needs for the homebound. I laughed, had some tears and identified with many of the situations he encountered. 
We have so many needy folks around the Country and this Book will challenge you to become a part of "people 
helping people". An army of volunteers that bring a ray of sunshine into lives that would otherwise remain forgotten. 
If you love people, you will love this book!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. To Be Read With 
TissuesBy Bob Meister"Promise to Mary" is a collection of well written stories about people helpng people. After I 
finished the book I imediately returned to re-read selected stories from all of Paul Jellinek's three journey's. The stories 
are touching and inspirational and are reminders that we can all be doing more for our neighbors, our parents and 
famiies. It amazes me that there are so many every day heros found in places you would never expect to find them. It 
is also a strong testimony of the non-profit called Faith in Action as a valuable contributor to our society.

Here is the story of Faith in Action, the acclaimed nationwide grant program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
that brings together Americans of all faiths to provide volunteer care and support to those in their communities who 
are confined to their homes because of a chronic health condition or disability. But this book is far more than simply 
an account of the Faith in Action program. Through a series of revealing in-depth interviews conducted in three very 
different parts of the country, Promise to Mary provides a unique and often profoundly moving glimpse into the lives 
of some of our most isolated and forgotten neighborsmdash;as well as the remarkable volunteers, from all faiths and 
from all walks of life, who have come to their aid.

From the Back CoverPromise to Mary A Story of Faith in Action Here is the story of Faith in Action, the acclaimed 
nationwide grant program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that brings together Americans of all faiths to 
provide volunteer care and support to people in their communities who are confined to their homes because of a 
chronic health condition or disability. But this book is far more than simply an account of the Faith in Action program. 
Through a series of revealing in-depth interviews conducted in three very different parts of the country, Promise to 
Mary provides a unique and often profoundly moving glimpse into the lives of some of our most isolated and forgotten 
neighborsmdash;as well as the remarkable volunteers, from all faiths and from all walks of life, who have come to 
their aid. "I first heard about Faith in Action when my television series Touched by an Angel came to an end . . . . "My 
immediate reaction was that more people needed to knowmdash;more volunteers were needed and more local Faith in 
Action programs needed to be created. And I was going to help in any way I could . . . . "I've been fortunate to meet 
hundreds of Faith in Action program directors and volunteers. Their dedication and humility move me every time. 
They truly put the Golden Rule into practice . . . . "Paul Jellinek's odyssey to faraway places across America to gather 
just some of the thousands of Faith in Action stories is truly impressive." mdash; From the Foreword by Della Reese, 
national spokesperson, Faith in ActionAbout the AuthorPaul S. Jellinek is a native of Madison, Wisconsin, and a 
founding partner of Isaacs-Jellinek, a consulting practice that works with private foundations and nonprofit 
organizations. He has a background in public health, health economics, and journalism, and served on the staff of the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for almost twenty years. He and his wife are longtime Faith in Action volunteers. 


