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Martin Donohoe : Public Health and Social Justice  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Public Health and Social Justice: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good IntroductionBy TareQ3.5/5 Stars. I applaud Dr. Donohoe for 
his effort to raise awareness and highlight the numerous areas where social justice is lacking and the public health 
system is failing. I also appreciate the fact the author has made the material accessible online.Where the book falls 
short is with over-generalizations and at times under-supported conclusions. This weakness varies depending on the 
author of the chapter, but is frustrating from the perspective of trying to separate fact from opinion.For example, I 
found Vincent Navarro's inclusion of the Infant Mortality Rate Graph, Figure 3.1 on page 29 misleading. The author 
uses the graph to show a decrease in the level of improvement in infant mortality, but fails to address the fact that 
reduction in infant mortality does not have to be linear. Ultimately the infant mortality is decreasing. This author 
includes this information in a section entitled "The Failure of Neoliberalism". This seems to suggest that the decrease 
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in the rate of decline of infant mortality is a result of neoliberal policies. He does not make a strong connection here.In 
contrast, the following chapter, "The Magic Mountain", is primarily anthropological, less focus on an argument and 
more focus on painting a picture for readers. Waste is certainly a complicated problem.Overall, I do recommend this 
book as an introduction to Public Health Social Justice. I tried reading it straight through, but I think jumping to topics 
of interest works well. I wish there were more primary source citations and less citation of magazines, editorials, etc. 
The authors discuss some complicated topics, so as suggested in the introduction, definitely supplement with further 
reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Nia EvansNot your ordinary text book

Praise for Public Health and Social Justice "This compilation unifies ostensibly distant corners of our broad discipline 
under the common pursuit of health as an achievable, non-negotiable human right. It goes beyond analysis to 
impassioned suggestions for moving closer to the vision of health equity." mdash;Paul Farmer, MD, PhD, 
Kolokotrones University Professor and chair, Department of Global Health and Social Medicine, Harvard Medical 
School; co-founder, Partners In Health "This superb book is the best work yet concerning the relationships between 
public health and social justice." mdash;Howard Waitzkin, MD, PhD, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, University of 
New Mexico "This book gives public health professionals, researchers and advocates the essential knowledge they 
need to capture the energy that social justice brings to our enterprise." mdash;Nicholas Freudenberg, DrPH, 
Distinguished Professor of Public Health, the City University of New York School of Public Health at Hunter College 
"The breadth of topics selected provides a strong overview of social justice in medicine and public health for readers 
new to the topic." mdash;William Wiist, DHSc, MPH, MS, senior scientist and head, Office of Health and Society 
Studies, Interdisciplinary Health Policy Institute, Northern Arizona University "This book is a tremendous 
contribution to the literature of social justice and public health." mdash;Catherine Thomasson, MD, executive director, 
Physicians for Social Responsibility "This book will serve as an essential reference for students, teachers and 
practitioners in the health and human services who are committed to social responsibility." mdash;Shafik Dharamsi, 
PhD, faculty of medicine, University of British Columbia

ldquo;The considerable and extraordinary breadth and scope of this collection tackles head on some of the most 
critical public health and social issues of our times.nbsp; This groundbreaking booknbsp; advocates for human rights 
and dignity for allhellip;and leaves readers with a sense of optimism and hope that through knowledge, empowerment, 
and increased awareness change is possible.rdquo; mdash;C.L. McLean, Publisher, Editor, International Journal of the 
Creative Arts in Interdisciplinary Practice ldquo;A great bookhellip;.should become a much-needed classic.rdquo; 
mdash;Sherman Mellinkoff, MD, Dean Emeritus, UCLA School of Medicine ldquo;Donohoersquo;s Public Health 
and Social Justice sparks an essential cultural conversation by pulling together an array of peer-reviewed articles, 
newspaper articles, and personal essays from multidisciplinary contributors who thoughtfully examine the complexity 
of modern health and social challenges, articulate the problems, and explore (and incite) potential solutions.rdquo; 
mdash;Health and Human Rights ldquo;This is a well-organised, easy-to-read book that provides many facts, insights 
and examples of abuses of social justice and human rights in the context of public health and, importantly, gives lots of 
ideas for action. It is, in fact, a call to arms to public health professionals.rdquo; mdash;nbsp;Australian and New 
Zealand Journal of Public HealthAbout the AuthorMartin T. Donohoe, MD, FACP is adjunct associate professor in 
Community Health at Portland State University, practices internal medicine, and is on the Social Justice Committee of 
Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) and the Board of Advisors for Oregon PSR. 


